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land. The king attempted to address the court in rebuttal of
Bradshaw's charges, but was refused a hearing. His last words
were: 'I am not suffered for to speak. Expect what justice other
people will have.' He was led forth amid cries from the soldiery
of 'Justice! Justice! Execution! Execution!'—at which he re-
marked, Toor soldiers! For a piece of money, they would do so
for their commanders.'1
Even at the eleventh hour there was great difficulty in getting
the members of the court to sign the death-warrant. The ser-
vices of Hugh Peters were solicited to stiffen the backs of the
hesitant, and he chose as his text, To bind their kings in chains,
and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the
judgments written: this honour have all the saints.'2 Threats
are said to have been freely used, particularly by Cromwell, to
force the commissioners to sign the death-warrant. According
to one of the regicides, he at first refused, but Cromwell said, CI
will have their hands now'; and thanks to his vehement impor-
tunity fifty-nine signatures were ultimately obtained.
On 30 January the king was led forth to a scaffold erected
outside the banqueting-house at Whitehall. The scaffold was
surrounded by ranks of soldiers too deep to enable his voice to
carry to the crowd beyond. He therefore was content to address
a few words to those in his immediate neighbourhood:
'That he dyed a good Christian he affirms, for he had forgiven all
the world, yea, those who chiefly caused his death (naming none).
He wished their repentance and that they may take the right way
to the peace of the kingdom, which was not by way of conquest, the
way he apprehended hitherto designed. He did not believe the
happiness of people lay in sharing government, subject and sovereign
being clean different. And if he would have given way to an arbi-
trary government, and to have all laws changed according to the
sword, he needed not to have suffered, and so said he was a martyr
for the people.'3
After the execution the king's body was embalmed and then
buried in St. George's Chapel at Windsor. There is a tradition
to the effect that, on the night before the body was removed
from Whitehall, the watchers saw a man enter with his face
1 Muddiman, Trial of King Charles, pp. 130-1.
z Ps. clxbc. On the same day Bishop Juxon preached before the king on the text
"In the day when God shall judge the secrets of nxen by Jesus Christ* (Rom. ii.
15).	3 Moderate Intelligencer, 8 Feb. 1648/9.

